
Lyric concert with the OSR, recitals by Jonas Kaufmann and Sabine Devieilhe: the Grand Théâtre de 
Genève reopens its doors. 
 
The Grand Théâtre de Genève is pleased to announce its recovery from the lockdown programme, from 
June 13 to July 2, which will host two exceptional recitals by tenor, Jonas Kaufmann, and soprano, 
Sabine Devieilhe, as well as a Verdi - Wagner concert with the Orchestre de la Suisse romande under 
the direction of Jonathan Nott. 
 
Three limited scale events 
From June 13 to July 2, the Grand Théâtre de Genève plans an artistic programme in line with the 
progressive easing of lockdown decided by the federal authorities. This programme is presented within 
the framework of the protection concept as set out by the Union of Swiss Theatres (UTS), limiting 
attendance to 300 people, concerts lasting approximately 1 hour and without intermission. The ticket 
office will reopen on Monday June 8 and sales for these events will be possible from June 10. Given the 
reduced audiences, the events of June 13 and 19 may also be available for streaming. 
 
Approaching the 20-21 season 
June 19 will be a taste of the next season with a Verdi & Wagner concert performed by the Orchestre de 
la Suisse romande (OSR) conducted by Jonathan Nott. Excerpts from La Traviata and Parsifal, playing in 
20-21 season will be perfomed by leading soloists, such as the famous German tenor, Andreas Schager, 
the Wagnerian bass par excellence, Georg Zeppenfeld, the French tenor, Julien Behr, who recently 
embodied Belmonte in The Abduction from the Seraglio. Rising star, Elsa Dreisig, will sing Violetta Valéry, 
a role she played at the Staatsoper Unter den Linden. In addition, the Grand Théâtre is delighted to 
participate in the OSR project on Beethoven's IXth Symphony, with its permanent choir prepared by Alan 
Woodbridge. 
 
Sabine Devieilhe topping the bill 
Paris, London, Milan, Aix-en-Provence, Vienna ... the young Sabine Devieilhe has trodden the boards of 
the greatest lyric stages and is acknowledged as the French coloratura soprano par excellence of her 
generation. In Geneva, she will give a recital of some of the works of W.A. Mozart and Richard Strauss, on 
June 13, together with pianist Mathieu Pordoy, "a superb partner" according to the New York Times. This 
evening is offered to loyal or occasional supporters of the Grand Théâtre. The French-speaking public will 
then be able to enjoy again the French soprano with a different program on September 19, 2020 at the 
Victoria Hall, with Alexandre Tharaud accompanying her on the piano. 
 
 
Jonas Kaufmann, return of the biggest star of the lyrical world 
An extraordinary event at the end of a season cut short by the pandemic, will be the recital by German 
tenor, Jonas Kaufmann, at the Grand Théâtre in Geneva on July 2, alongside an outstanding pianist, 
Helmut Deutsch. Jonas Kaufmann embodies some of the biggest title roles in his repertoire, such as 
Lohengrin, Othello, Andrea Chénier, Parsifal and Tristan, for which he has won numerous awards, notably 
the Gramophone Award (2007, 2009), and was voted best singer of the year by Diapason ( 2010, 2013), 
ECHO Klassik (2013, 2015) and the Opera Awards (2013). After a six-year absence, he returns to the stage 
in Geneva. Depending on the evolution of federal directives, the attendance limit could be increased for 
this date. 
 
La Plage back in business 
The laid-back program of the Grand Théâtre also resumes service, with certainly an Opera Aperitif around 
the cancelled production of "Saint Francis of Assisi" to the strains of the enigmatic Theremin instrument 
(June 18 at 6.30 p.m.), providing an Duel "Can art save the world?” on June 25, between Vidy-Lausanne 
director, Vincent Baudriller, and the famous choreographer, La Ribot, in a discussion moderated by 
Stéphane Benoît Godet, Editor-in-Chief of Le Temps, media partner of the event. As regards the last Late 
Night party of the season and the open-air screening of Aida ("Aida under the stars"), the Grand Théâtre is 
studying the feasibility of producing them by early July. 


